
 
Meeting Minutes 

Nursing Undergraduate Society Meeting 
September 14, 2020 

15:00 – 14:00 
Online Zoom Meeting 

Taken by: Claire Gallagher 
 
Attendance: Joanne Louis, Lesley Mak, Jessica Goncalves, Claire Gallagher, Emma Isai, Bukama Muntu, 
Neena Sharad, Paula Utomi, Naomi van Walraven, Rebecca Doyle, Erica Lipworth, Louise Biggar, 
Robisa Pulendrarajah, Priya Prabhakar, Melissa Holmes, Jonathan Young, Evan Gammon,  
Zachary Donaldson-Hall, James Mangaliman 
 
Regrets: Hailey Vlahos 
 

1) Opening Remarks 
2) Approval of Agenda 

Motion:  Emma Isai  Seconder: Evan Gammon Passed: Yes 
3) Approval of Minutes of August 10 Meeting 

Motion: Rebecca Doyle  Seconder: Priya  Prabhakar Passed: Yes 
4) Report from the Executives 

○ President & Vice President----------------------------------------------------------Jessica Goncalves 
■ Elections will begin this week 

● Nominations: Sept.14-18 
● Posted content: Sept. 23 
● Voting: Sept. 23-25 

■ NUS members are encouraged to continue to promote elections in the Class of 
2022 Facebook group 

■ Bi-elections will be held for UTSU Sr. Director and Sr. Equity positions 
■ NUS Orientation went very well! NUS members were thanked for their 

enthusiasm and participation.  
■ Several standing committees exist (Curriculum, Appeals, Awards, and 

Committee on Standing Admission) that require both undergraduate and 
graduate fulfilment.  

● These will be advertised to the student body (students do not need to be 
NUS members in order to sit on these committees). 

● NUS has not had a lot of contact with these committees in the past. 
Therefore, the goal is to encourage communication between committee 
members and NUS, so that relevant information may be shared with the 
student body. 

 
 
 



○ Finance----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Emma Isai 
■ Emma is planning to go into the building this week and access the accounts, do 

reimbursements, start the audit, deposit cheques, and update the Excel 
spreadsheets 

● NUS members were reminded to please submit any expenses they may 
have had from Orientation. 

■ Emma is still waiting to hear from Second Cup, as it has not processed the order 
for gift cards yet. The order is expected to be fulfilled today, but if it is not, 
another vendor will be explored for gift cards. 

○ Communications--------------------------------------------------------------------------Claire Gallagher 
■ The Quercus newsletter will be distributed less frequently this year. In the past it 

went out on a weekly basis and its primary purpose was to notify students of 
various opportunities on and off-campus. Now that social distancing is in effect 
and students are learning online, much of these opportunities are being 
cancelled and so there is not the same volume of news for the newsletters.  

■ An ‘Events’ page will be added to the NUS website to advertise upcoming events 
there. Students will be reminded to check this page via the Quercus newsletter 
and Facebook groups. 

■ Meeting minutes will also be posted to the NUS site after meetings. An archive 
with the minutes will be accessible to those that are interested. 

 
5) Report of Committees 

○ Equity Coordinators-----------------------------------------------------------------------Priya Prabhakar 
■ Equity is starting to reach out to potential individuals for a series of webinars 

about equity in clinical practice. 
● $500 Equity budget may be sufficient to pay speakers for their time. 
● Once scheduled, webinars will be promoted in a newsletter format. 
● Equity will work in concert with Global Health to arrange speakers. 

■ Equity is also coordinating with GNSS to attend some of the seminars they have 
been working on that showcase BIPOC nurses. 

■ No official response from the Faculty has been received in regards to the NUS 
Statement of Solidarity.  

○ RNAO Delegates----------------------------------------------------------------------------Erica Lipworth 
■ Erica will create a Facebook post about the free RNAO membership available to 

first-year students. 
■ Students may also be eligible to sign up for certain online conferences. Erica will 

confirm which ones before promoting them to the student body. 
○ CNSA Delegates-----------------------------------------------------------------------------Louise Biggar 

■ CNSA Anti-Black and Anti-Systemic Racism Accountability Update: 
● The CNSA Board structure is currently under review with the intention of 

creating more spaces and leadership opportunities for nursing students 
who identify as BIPOC. 

● The CNSA Board is collaborating with an equity facilitator to identify how 
to better incorporate anti-racism values into its governance and strategic 
planning. 

● The CNSA Board is in the process of writing a resolution statement 
advocating for anti-Black racism and anti-systemic racism education in 
nursing curricula. 



● CNSA Board Members recognize their privilege as students in leadership 
positions; they are committed to learning every day and working to 
expand their knowledge. They welcome any comments, concerns or 
suggestions as it relates to Anti-Black and Anti-Systemic Racism. 

■ CNSA and RNAO delegates will explore collaborative events for National Nursing 
Students Week (November 16-20, 2020). 

○ IPE Representatives-----------------------------------------------------------------James Mangaliman 
■ James has received the dates for both first and second-year mandatory IPE 

sessions. They will be shared via Facebook and Quercus. 
○ IHI Delegates------------------------------------------------------------------------------Jonathan Young 

■ An in-person Haunted Sim Lab is unlikely to take place this year. An online event 
such as a trivia session or online movie night could take its place. An update will 
be provided at a later date. 

■ IHI Speaker Series update: 
● Johnathan has received responses from a couple of the health care 

professions and will be discussing them with the U of T IHI team today. 
● The Speaker Series will be posted to the Facebook groups and sent out 

via Quercus. 
■ It is unknown at this time if IHI QI projects will take place this year. 

○ UTSU Representatives---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
■ No updates. 

○ Social Coordinators--------------------------------------------------Bukama Muntu & Hailey Vlahos 
■ Social thanked all those who helped out at Orientation! 
■ Social discussed the idea of in-person social events with the Faculty, which 

kindly suggested events be kept to online settings and social distancing is 
continued to be practiced. Ideas for virtual social events are still being discussed. 
Some are: 

● Tips n’ tricks session for papers, a virtual HAST prep event, etc. 
■ Formal 2020: 

● It is unknown if this will be an in-person event. Formal may be pushed 
until April. An update will be provided when more information is known. 

○ Year Representatives-------------------------------------------------------------------------Paula Utomi 
■ Orientation Bloomberg T-shirts have been delivered to the nursing building and 

will be distributed to first-year students. 
■ Nursing merchandise orders have arrived at the nursing building as well and are 

awaiting approval from the Faculty for distribution dates. 
■ Paula is preparing for the fall clothing sale and is checking to see if the potential 

vendor will be getting licensed with UofT (otherwise NUS will have to switch 
vendors). 

● The 2020-2021 academic year: aim to have merchandise orders in 
before Christmas so as to expedite the process and to promote gift-
giving opportunities to increase sales. 

■ New NUS shirts: Paula is set to receive sizes from new members when they are 
elected and from existing members. 

■ The graduate photo deadline was extended to Sept. 12. Paul is looking into when 
the composite will be complete. 

■ Nursing Student of the Month will be transitioned to a less frequent, student 
acknowledgment format. Exact timing and publication is yet to be determined. 

 



○ Athletic and Recreation Representatives------------------------------------Naomi Van Walraven 
■ Intramural registration is underway 

● Sign ups are now closed. 
■ Naomi attended an Intramural Sports Council meeting on Sept. 12: 

● There may be too many teams, as there is a hard cap set by the 
Intramural organizers. A raffle will be held to determine spots and 
students will be emailed if there are not enough teams. 

■ Athletics would like to explore additional events, including outdoor gatherings like 
a run club or soccer with social distancing in effect. Online yoga is another option 
for a virtual Athletic event. 

○ Publications Coordinators----------------------------Zachary Donaldson-Hall & Evan Gammon 
■ Yearbook update: 

● Facebook posts have been made. Some sluggish responses have been 
received. 

● Publications is reaching out to advertisers for the yearbook. 
● The yearbook deadline has been extended to Oct. 26. 

■ The Jr. Publications Coordinator position will be promoted in the 2022 Facebook 
group. 

○ Global Health Representatives----------------------------------Rebecca Doyle & Neena Sharad 
■ Fridays for Future Global Day of Climate Action will take place on Sept. 25 from 

12-3 pm at Wellesley West & Bay Street. 
● What: A socially-distanced sit-in for a Just Recovery (masks mandatory). 

■ GH have promotional material that will be posted online in lead up to the event. 
● GH will post in the 2021 and 2022 Facebook groups on Sept. 18 and 

Sept. 23. 
● GH will send Claire the promotional material for the NUS Instagram 

account on Sept. 21, in the hopes of having it posted to the NUS account 
on Sept. 24. 

○ Wellness Coordinators-----------------------------------------------------------Robisa Pulendrarajah 
■ A Wellness Survey was sent out to gauge student thoughts and expectations. It 

received 56 responses.   
● There was demonstrated interest in online yoga sessions (hosted by Zen 

with Zaam https://www.instagram.com/zenwithzaam/ or Naomi). 
● Other options: Shadow Boxing / Kickboxing - Nate Bower Fitness  
● Other interests: healthy lifestyle and eating tips, mindfulness meditation 

and tips to combat stress 
○ Mentorship Coordinator------------------------------------------------------------------Melissa Holmes 

■ Mentor pairs went out on Aug. 26. 
■ A Tips and Tricks guide was sent out by Tammy on Sept. 1. 
■ Mentorship is currently accepting new first-years who were accepted into the 

program after the application. 
6) Other Business/Discussions--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- NUS 

○ No updates. 
7) Update from Faculty---------------------------------------------------------------Joanne Louis & Lesley Mak 

○ The University will suspend billing charges for outstanding fall tuition until Dec. 15. 
 

Next Meeting: October 5th @ 4:15 pm 


